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Official address by Mayor

Nankoku City is located in the center of Kochi Prefecture facing the Pacific
Ocean. The northern part of the city is mountainous and connects with the
Shikoku Mountains. In the southern part of the city lies the Kochi Plain. The
area is blessed with a temperate climate and spacious stretches of cultivated
land. It is a rural city with a long history of rice cultivation and greenhouse
farming. During the Ritsuryo period, it was the seat of the Tosa Provincial
governorate, and during the Heian period, Ki no Tsurayuki, who had been
appointed provincial governor, described his feelings when returning to Kyoto
in a travel piece called Tosa Nikki (Tosa Diary). The Oko Castle Ruins, which
served as Chosokabe Motochika’s headquarters during the Sengoku period,
has been designated a historical site by the national government.

The city possesses excellent accessibility, including the nearby Kochi New Port,
as well as Kochi Ryoma Airport as its aerial gateway and Kochi Expressway’s
Nankoku Interchange as its land-based gateway. In 2015, the Kochi Nankoku
Road (National Route 55) opened as a section of the Kochi-Tobu Expressway,
which forms a figure eight shaped route around Shikoku. In addition, Gomen
Station on the JR Dosan Line connects the city to the eastern portion of the
prefecture via the Gomen-Nahari Line. Together with the streetcar system,
these make the city a key transportation hub for Kochi Prefecture. Making the
most of these characteristics, we are actively engaged in attracting new
businesses into the area.

It is also a university town with a cluster of institutions of higher education,
including Kochi Medical School and Kochi University’s Faculty of Agriculture
and Marine Science, as well as Kochi College’s National Institute of Technology.

In its 4th comprehensive plan, the city set its future vision as “Full of Smiles &
Green, Nankoku City.” The city aims to build a community where anyone can be
comfortable and satisfied amidst an environment that offers full urban
functionality and makes the most of the area’s rich natural environment in daily
life, as Kochi’s gateway city, as a hub for new industry through attracting
businesses, and as a hub of exchange for sports, culture, education, and more.

We hope this guidebook provides an understanding of the city’s current
situation and future vision, and that you will cooperate in the further develop-
ment of the city.
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