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People say that the 30’s is about making one’s
dreams come true. And it was a little over a year ago
when | decided to follow mine -to become an English teacher.
When my friends learned that | was moving to Japan to become an ALT here, they
asked me “Why Japan?” Maybe they asked me this because they knew how much
| loved Korean dramas, Super Junior and BTS so they wondered why not Korea
instead?

When | hear Japan the first thing that comes to my mind is sushi and my all-time favorite
anime Dragon Ball and Slamdunk. But living here for more than a year now has opened my
eyes to what more Japan, particularly Nankoku City, Kochi has to offer.

Nankoku is the umami brought by the scrumptious and freshly-grilled katsuo no tataki best
eaten in winter. It is the beauty that Kumano shrine offers in spring time. It is the youth that
Gokayama Park brings during the summer. It the tranquility that Kokubunji Temple brings
to a troubled heart in autumn.

Nankoku is the “Good morning!” of the old people that | pass by when | ride my bicycle to
work or my destination. It is the omotenashi of the clerks in Nankoku Paste, Gomen Station,
and yakitori stand.

Nankoku is the heartwarming atmosphere of Japan. Truly, Japan is more than ramen and
sushi, anime and J-pop, or the convenient transportation system.

Japan is haven. Nankoku is home.

So now | can answer them with conviction and smile on my face, “Because why not Japan?”
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